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THE YEAR OF THE YOUNG SCHOLAR

Each yearly turn of the zodiac yields a
notch in an even larger precessive or pro-
cessive galactic turning, is a process-
server as it were. Portentous or not, we
are astronomically in the age of Aquarius.

Thus we can either say, MYouth must be
served,' 1 or add with W.C. Fields that youth
should be served "boiled".

Sir James Frazer f s The Golden Bough: A
Study in Magic and Religion treats of the
succession of priests in the sacred groves
as vital as the succession of the forest
trees themselves. And perhaps we might find
this moral among the Kalendar's tales in
the Arabian Nights. "The son i« but the
morning star."

In this regard, the Lyceum is pleased
to announce that it has found the means
and the direction to grant a full scholar-
ship for a year's graduate tjtudy at Brown
University to Thomas Blanding, as our
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first Thoreau scholar. Tom's perspective,
his study of the journal manuscripts, have
already combined to shed new light on the
chronology and hence the contexts of a sig-
nificant number of passages which had been
shuffled or garbled. with the approach of
a definitive edition of Thoreau, and with
a growing need for teachers in this impor-
tant period of American literature, we're
proud that this can be done.

Arrangements made on the Lyceum's behalf
by our Curator, Mrs. licGrath, made poss-
ible a trip to Concord by Dr. Gordon V.

Boudreau, who is an English Department
faculty member at Le Moyne College in
Syracuse, New York, This young man has a
book in readiness : Going to the Roots

;

The Radicalism of Henry^David Thoreau .

'J^he Lyceum and Dr. Harding's summer course
students were privileged to hear as a pre-
view (since publication is not yet clinched)
his discussion of mythic, figurative or
semantic elements in Walden dealing with
roots, and with "The Spring of Springs."
It is interesting to see both what in-
sights can be revealed from careful study
of this cluster of images, and how ably this
period of literature is being taught in our
colleges.

Professor William Howarth of the Depart-
ment of English at Princeton lias a few years
on Dr. Boudreau and Tom Blanding. His recent
visit comes on the heels of publication of
A Thoreau Gazetteer by Robert Stowell and
edited and enlarged by professor Howarth.
The book, as explained in the introduction,
"attempts to provide a geographical guide
to the writings of Thoreau by including
maps of three varieties: those drawn by
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Thoreau himself, those contemporary with
his time, and those reconstructed from
his accounts and other sources." An in-
valuable guide to Thoreau 1 s excursions,
from the 1839 river voyage to the white
Mountains of New Hampshire to the 1061
Minnesota journey, A Thoreau Gazetteer
has been approved by the Editorial Board
as a supplement to The Complete Works of
Henry P. Thoreau , to be published by
Princeton University Press. The Thoreau

Lyceum Bookshop has stocked copies of A
Thoreau Gazetteer at $7.50

Professor Howarth is now completing
work on an exhaustive catalogue of extant
Thoreau manuscripts, which will be an im-
portant contribution to Thoreau research.
While in Concord, professor Howarth con-
ferred with our Assistant Curator about
the journal portion of the Thoreau cata-
logue.

Continuing both on the subjects of
maps and of younger members, we note
with pleasure the map of the Estabrook
Woods by Miss Mary Gail Fenn just pub-
lished by the Thoreau Society. It rep-
resents two years of research and shows
many lost sites mentioned by Thoreau
which have been discovered after almost
a hundred years. Old cellar holes, lime
quarries and kiln, swamps, ledges with
curious strata, and ancient roads are in-
dicated with a list of references to
Thoreau f s Journals. The map will be of
interest to Thoreau enthusiasts, lovers
of Old Concord and week-end hikers. It
may be purchased at the Thoreau Lyceum,
where a copy is on display, enhanced by
photographs taken by Miss Fenn of some
of the places shown on the map.



Many visitors to the Lyceum have perused
with interest a book written for use in
schools by Jane Dorgan, principal of the
Bridle Fath School in west Hartford, Connecti-
cut, It is entitled Henry David Thoreau -

An Exploration into his Life, Thought

s

t
and

Friends , and consists of selected writings
from his works with related materials devel-
oped and edited by Miss Dorgan. Bound in
loose leaf and illustrated by drawings and
prints, this 90-page f 9 by 11 volume was
published by the Seefurth Foundation and
will shortly be available in limited num-
bers at the Thoreau Lyceum Book Shop. It
is anticipated that the present price will
be in the neighborhood of $5.50. This is
not only a book for those who teach Thoreau
but is an actual text for young people with
room for journal-keeping and notes. It also
contains a list of suggested supportive ma-
terials such as books, records, tapes, slides,
transparencies and pictures. Eventually this
book will be published by a text book company
in quantity, at a price yet to be determined.
Meanwhile, anyone introducing young people
to Henry Thoreau would be well advised to
order a copy of the book while the present
supply lasts,

Betsy Ferguson, whose summer hitch at
the Lyceum gave her a chance to help arrange
the art exhibits, is now in Europe arranging
in her own mind what she sees there. Both
she and her sister Gay were recently safely
reported in Florence, not yet having been
taken in toe or in toto to unscheduled
Jordan, .

.

Dr # Hichard Fleck was also a speaker
at the Lyceum this July. He teaches American
Literature at the University of Wyoming,
having studied at Rutgers with his doctorate



- 5 -

from the University of New Mexico. His
paper was on "Henry David Thoreau as Myth-
Maker, !t and he, too is interested in the
forthcoming definitive Thoreau edition,
particularly regarding the "Indian Notebook 11

project. The Lyceum has at hand a fine article
by Dr. Fleck, "Thoreau and the Mystic Lore of
Gape Cod, " which we hope to reprint for you.
Dr. Fleck tells us that his father who sumnier.s

in Maine is interested in Utopian societies
and Utopian literature, and correspondence
reveals this to be an advanced interest.

THE NIGHT THOREAU SPENT IN JAIL

The Concord Players will present fThe
Night Thoreau Spent in Jail" by Jerome Law-
rence and Uobert E. Lee on November 12-14
and 19-21 at the Veterans Building, Walden
Street, Concord, Massachusetts. This will
be the East Coast premiere for the new work
of the Pulitzer prize-winning authors of
"Inherit the Wind". The Thoreau play was
widely acclaimed in its American Playwrights
Theatre pilot production at Ohio State Uni-
versity last April and at subsequent produc-
tions in the mid and far west.

Several years of research, including
several visits to Concord, have gone into
"The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail" which
Lawrence and Lee describe as "a journey into
the soul and mind of a great and influential
American, a true modern, a man of now and of
tomorrow." The playwrights have expressed
their pleasure with the idea of a Concord
production thus: "We are proud that our new
play is being performed by your company in
the very community where Thoreau flourished,
within sight-line of the same meadows, streams
and woods which inspired him. we hope we
can be with you."
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Tickets for the gala opening night on
Thursday, November 12 are $4.00 and $3,00
for all other performances. They may be
obtained at :d.chardson f s Drug Store in
Concord or by mail at:

The Concord jelayers
Box #22
Concord, Massachusetts 01742

When writing for tickets, ple ase en-
close a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Checks should be made payable to the
Concord Players. Visitors coming from a
distance may want to make overnight reser-
vations at the Colonial Inn, Concord or at
the Howard Johnson Motel also in town. The
Lyceum staff will be happy to expedite any
arrangements or plans for members or friends
The Lyceum office is manned daily from 10:00
to 5:00 and the telephone number is Area
Code 617—369-5912.

QUERIES AND BAY HORSE EQUERRIES

"Report from walden" is the title of
an article in September's Yankee Magazine
by Walter Harding. It is illustrated with
color photographs and is a sure assessment.
Then as on a recent Saturday when we went
to the next glacial pothole beyond walden
to gather our annual wild cranberry supply,
we found the parking lot crowded. This
year the water-level is high again, as it
is in the cranberry Dog, insuring wet
feet but a good harvest.... We are pleased
to welcome Ruth Wheeler as a Life Member.
Her excellent book, Concord : Climate for
Freedom is to be reprinted as a quality
paperback, as it richly deserves... Men
of Concord , the Thoreau anthology with
the splendid N.C. Wyeth illustrations has
been reprinted in an inexpensive edition.
While we are experiencing come delay in
getting this from the publishers, we hope
to have them in time. The original edition
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is still to be preferred, though our
ability to supply the.:-e out-of-print
copies is not unlimited, * . A recent
bumper-sticker reads "Save the Whales",
which seems to be ecologically sound
advice. We hope it is a quotation from
Forever Amber . . . A recent note in the
Concord Journal regarding the nhra. e
"the silent poor" failed to note Thoreau's
recurring use of that prevailing phrase,
but with considered emphases. imilarly,
in those days "the silent majority" re-
ferred to the dead, as in cowboy-artist
Charlie L&uisell's observation about Eng-
land - "There was more people under the
ground than on top."... Hold your hats,
for there's a new hat just patented with
a compartment for storing botanical speci-
mens. Clearly the patent searchers did
not make a Thoreau search. .

.

Fred McGill, in editing some 19th
century letters from Isles of shoals
fishing folk wondered about a bird lo-
cally called a f,meowl". In this case
preferring scholarship to uneducated
guesswork, we called the Massachusetts
Audubon ociety. An extensive article of
theirs in their magazine of fifteen years
back dealt with local bird names, and
sure enough, showed "meowl" as a version of
mew, and this generic word for gulls and
terns here referred to the latter.

Incidentally, the remote Isles of
Shoals, ten miles out from rortsmouth,
New Hampshire were nought out by a
Harvard classmate of Thoreau 1 s, Levi
Lincoln Thaxter. The latter was room-
mate in his senior year to Abolitionist
Thomas Wentworth Higginson. while Thoreau
never made an excursion to the Isles of
Shoals, many of his contemporaries did.
Hawthorne, Dana, Weiss, Higginson and
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later, Whittier did. Thaxter was to marry
Celia Laighton, daughter of an educated
politician turned lighthouse-keeper and
hotel manager. with time she received
as guests many of the Boston intellectuals
of the last quarter of the century.
Thaxter T s copy of A Week. «

.

may be :een
in the library in Lexington.

THE TH0RRAU LYCEUM
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP/ RENEWAL

Member $5
Family.... 5

Friend of the Lyoeum 10

Contributing Member 25
Lift Member 100

156 Belknap Street, Concord, Massachusetts, 01742
Telephone Area 617— 369-6912. Non-profit and
tax-exempt ••
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